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and regeneratingly as a storm in spring. The
imperative watchword of the time was, by means of
increased activity in all spheres of life, to strengthen
our national confidence and powers of resistance.

Through his future brothers-in-law, the young
Jarnefelts, Sibelius was initiated into one of the
hotbeds of this patriotic revival. At the time of
the first Russian attacks young Finland had
established a newspaper, " Paivalehti," with the
object of proclaiming the thoughts and ideals
of a new generation in the burning literary, general
cultural and political questions of the day. The
leading personalities on the paper were Juhani Aho,
Arvid Jarnefelt and Eero Efkko, and round this
triumvirate a crowd of young authors and artists
grouped themselves. Painting was numerously
and worthily represented in this coterie by Eero
Jarnefelt, Axel Gallen, Pekka Halonen and the
Swede, Louis Sparre, who entered completely into
the feelings of his Finnish friends.

Sibelius was one of the representatives of music
in this circle of authors and artists. In spite of
the dissimilarity in professional interests and train-
ing, he was bound by strong ties to the enthusiasts,
who went in for other forms of spiritual athletics.
Like himself, the majority of them were animated
by the wealth of ideas and zeal for work that
usually follows the first journeys abroad, like
himself they had made up their minds to draw
inspiration for their art from the source of Finnish
nationalistic enthusiasm.

7(2)